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Finding an apartment in
Boston/Cambridge can be
overwhelming. During this

presentation, you will find advice on
being successful during every stage
of your search process
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City of Cambridge Overview

Getto Know Population — 105,162_
ol | Area—7.13 square mll_es
e Number of housing units — 47,291
e County — Middlesex
e High School/GED 11.1%
Educational e Associates 10.2%
Attainment e Bachelors 29.8%
e Graduate 43.2%
e White 62%
Racial e Black 11%
Diversity in e Asian 15%
Cambridge e Hispanic 8%
e Other 4%
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http://www.cambridgema.gov/

TRUTH #1

Boston/Cambridge is very expensive city to live!

7/8/2014 218 86 40%
8/5/2014 219 68 31%
9/4/2014 198 79 40%

Studio
One
Two
Three
Four

Studio
One
Two
Three
Four

Studio
One
Two
Three
Four

1250-2200 1676
950-3200 1853
1100-3600 2428
1500-5400 3020
2400-12000 4677
1300-4950 1917
1000-3200 1970
1400-3500 2482
1800-4600 3028
2400-5000 3558
1200-2375 1673
1050-3200 1961
1600-4200 2379
1800-4500 2769
2250-6400 3650

Avg Room Rental

Rates
2 Bedroom 1150
3 Bedroom 1000
4 Bedroom 925
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Determine your budget

Calculate your income after taxes
Deduct your fixed expenses
Deduct your optional expenses

Balance remaining is the framework for determining your
rental budget

Rent should be between 25-35% of your income after
taxes

HOUS I NG Coppett, 2015
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TRUTH #2

Timing is everything!

- Landlords receive notices 30-60 days prior to vacancy

» 70-75% of leases expire on August 31

« The most housing options will be available between April
and September

HOUS I NG Coppett, 2015
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TRUTH #3

Location is everything!

MIT Housing — 38%

Cambridge — 02139/44/42 — 31%
Cambridge Other — 6.3%
Somerville —7.7%

" Somenile

Boston — 7.7% | Charlestown S
Brookline — 1.3% I ' Boston
f am
Other MA — 6% o y
Outside of MA — 2% ~ Alston i .-
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) v <Y [ Seapo
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Ng’:‘ . Water
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*Source: 2013 Graduate Housing Taskforce, via MIT Institutional Research
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Research your desired locations

* Visit each location (if possible)

« Utilize the internet to gain a better understanding
— Demographics
— Crime statistics
— Local amenities

— Google Maps/Earth

HOUSIN G Coppett, 2015
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Transportation Considerations

&N " " s
~~ g\ Cambridge Public Transit Map
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Bicycle Facilities
Paths and Road Markings

Cambridge, Massachusetts

Comenity Development D
February 2015

Fresh Pond

Cycle Track
ww=== Planned Cycle Track
Grude-separated bicycle lanes, usally Jooated

e Bike Path/Multi-Use Path
w=mm= Planned Bike Path/Multi-Use Path

A bikke o multi-use path is an off-road facility,
physically sepacated from motos vehicle teaffic
by 2a open space or bactier.

Shared Lane Pavement Marking
w==== Planned Shared Lane Pavement Marking

= Protected Bike Lane A bicycle spmbol marked on the pavement intended

* Planned Protected Bike Lane to remind motorists that bicyclists shace the road.
Alane on 2 stceet restricted to bicycles and desig- A bike lane at strest level with physical protection from Used when thee is insufficient space for bicycle lanes
nated by means of painted lines, pavement coloring, passing motor vehicle traffic, such 25 a parking lane or other and specific bicycle mackings ace desired.

bicycle symbols, or other appropriate markings. bassier, Sometimes sefesred to as an at-grade cycle track.
Shared Street

Contra-flow A street that is created 25 2 common space to be

= Planned Buffered Bike Lane

between the stceet and the sidewalk. e

-

025

Miles

®  Bicycle Signal

A trafic signal fos bikes that provides cyelists with
theic own signal phase, enabling them to more safely
2ad conveniently cross intersections.

"This map is for planning purposes and is subject to change. It is not
2 route map. Bicycles are encouraged to use all streets within the city.
Updated versions of this map will be posted on the city website.

For more information on citv bike orosrams. o0 to:
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Truth #4

If you like it, take it!

 There is a limited supply of quality budget friendly
properties

* Price is not an indication of quality

 During peak-season, you will not have the luxury of
shopping around

HOUS I NG Coppett, 2015
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Create a Wish List

Building type/Architecture

How many bedrooms and bathrooms

Amenities

Location

Parking

**Rank your list on non-negotiables, with #1 being the
thing you are not willing to compromise on, at all

HOUS I NG Coppett, 2015
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Research Rent Trends

Review MIT Off-Campus Housing Listings
Check the MLS

Check Out Rental Listings on Zillow or Trulia
Contact Local Property Management Companies
Contact Brokers and Realtors

“* You may work with more than 1 realtor at a time

Check Local Newspaper or Community’s Website/Social
Media

HOUS I NG Coppett, 2015
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Truth #5

Always be prepared!

* Prepare application financial information
— Check and/or bring your credit report
— Recent Tax Return
— Bank Statements
— Letter of Employment/Acceptance
— Pay Stubs

— Rental References: Tasha Coppett, tcoppett@mit.edu

HOUS I NG Coppett, 2015
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Fees to Be Aware of...

* Legal Fees
— First Month, Last Month, Security Deposit, a
Lock/Key Fee
* lllegal Fees

— Holding Deposits, Pet Fees, Application Fees

*»Realtor Fees are legal if agent is licensed through the
state of Massachusetts and the agent is not also managing
the property

HOUS I NG Coppett, 2015
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Truth #6

All that Glitters is not Gold!

What are the positive and negatives in each room?
Closet/storage space

Kitchen/Appliances

Bathroom condition

Electrical outlets

Smoke detectors

Window and door locks

Evidence of pests

HOUS I NG Coppett, 2015
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Check room/apartment egress
Community safety
Visit the community at night

Request a second walk-through, if possible

HOUS I NG Coppett, 2015
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Housing Code Checklist...

g@m https://housing.mit.edu/off_campus/housing_code_checklist © ~ @ B C‘H {2 Massachusetts Institute... | = Educational and Social ... | (= NASPA Member Login | |1 Housing Code Chec... * | 2 Massachusetts Mast... % | |
File Edit View Favorites Tools Help

Close Tab (Ctrl+W)

HOME >> OFF-CAMPUS HOUSING >> MIT SURVIVAL GUIDE TO RENTING OFF CAMFUS >> HOUSING CODE CHECKLIST A
Housing Code Checklist

Your Landlord’s Responsibilities

Graduate & Family Hou Use this checklistto make sure the property you are_ renting meets the state code for health am‘_l safety standards. If your
landlord does not meet one or more of these conditions, you have a legal right to demand repair or improvement. Also be aware
Undergraduate Housing of your own responsibilities as a tenant
AN [£5 573 The Housing Code Checklist
MIT Of-Campus Listings
Temporary Housing Kitchen
Post a Listing » Sink—large enough to wash dishes, drains properly, and does not leak
MIT Survival Guide to Renting Off » Lights—at least ane wall outlet and one electric light fixture
Campus »  Adequate ventilation
Whatta Expect » Stove and oven in good repair
What Do You Need?
Off-Campus Housing Options Bathroom
Where to Look

=

Toilet—free from leaks

Sink or wash basin—free from leaks
Bathtub or shower—free from leaks
Lights—at least one electric light fixture

Lease information
> Housing Code Checklist
Discrimination & Tenant's Rights

®

=

=

Off-Campus Safety & Security -
» Adequate ventilation
EATY R » Walls—four feet high and made of bsarbent, ly cl d material such as til
alls—four feet high and made of nonabsarbent, easily cleaned material such as tile
Utilities, Shopping & Other B . v
Essentials
Orientation Guides Water
Guide to Cambridge/Boston » Enough hot and cold water for ardinary use even when others in the building are using it (owner is responsible for hat
Communities water heating bills unless tenant signs a written agreement stating otherwise)
Glossary » Hotwater heater in good working condition (must heatto at least 120°F/48°C)
Summer Guest Housing Heat
Dates & Deadlines » Adequate to keep every room at 68°F/20°C during the day and at 64°F/17°C at night between September 15 and June 15

{owner is responsible for heat and heating bills unless tenant signs a written agreement stating otherwise)
» Heating equipment in good working condition
Dining » Space heaters, if any, praperly vented to a chimney or duct leading to the outdoars

About MIT Housing

Electricity and wiring
[ https://housing.mit.edu/off_campus/housing_code_checklist "

» Perroom: two separate outlets or one outlet and one light fixture (except kitchen and bathroom, which must meet
- = -
- EEID I E e -

HOUSING Coppett, 2015
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Truth #7
Read, Read, Read before Signing Anything!

Do Not Be Pressured!

Filling out rental application

Read and understand your lease thoroughly

Have every agreement in writing

HOUS I NG Coppett, 2015
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lllegal Clauses to Be Aware of

 Tenant is responsible for making all repairs

 Landlord is able to use your security deposit to pay for
bills

 You must pay for utilities that are in the name of your
landlord

* You must pay a late fee if your rent is a few days late

* You must pay the reminder of the rent on your contract if
you terminate early

HOUS I NG Coppett, 2015
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Tenancy Guidance

« MIT Off-Campus Housing Office

* Legal Tactics: Tenants’ Rights in Masachusetts

@‘ﬂ! http://ww.masslegalhelp.org/housing/legal-tacticsl L2 H (& Massachusetts Institute of Te.. | & Educational and Social Resear.. ‘ (& NASPA Member Login | 1] Off-campus Housing | MIT H...
File Edit View Favorites Tools Help

=]
| s s

BIE Tenants: Rights in Massac... |

English » Basic Leqgal Information » Housing » Booklets and Handbooks » Private Housing ~
Tenants' Rights in Massachusetts: Private Housing & Print | = Email
_ Below are chapters in the most recent 2008 edition of Legal Tactics: Tenants' Rights in Massachusetts. This en espaiiol
Housing handbook provides practical information about tenants' rights in private housing—housing that is owned by an individual
Booklets and or a privately owned company.
Handbooks
. Private In each chapter, reference is made to sample Iettt;rs and COI_.II’t forms. To get these forms see the list below or go to Find Legal Aid
Housing Self Help Forms where these same forms are organized by topic.

If you live in public housing, go to the Public Housing section. You may also purchase Legal Tactics from You_ rtnay ql.fjal\fy for fr‘ee I??al | aid

Massachusetts Continuing Legal Education by calling 1-800-966-6253 2f'§'gsr:rrz1ce (o) TAr LTe=l) U=l 61
New If you are seeking a free attorney,

R . . . . Eind | egal Aid
Now, thanks to Massachusetts Trial Court Law librarian Catherine Alves, you can download the eBook - Find Out How.
¢ Legal Tactics epub for Android or i-devices
B | egal Tactics for Kindle Ask a Law Librarian
= Subscribe to Legal Tactics update list. If it's
Monday-Friday

Acknowledgements between
Chapter 1 Using Legal Tactics 9am and 4pm
Chapter 2 Before Moving In
Chapter 3 Security Deposits + Talk to a law librarian now!
Chapter 4 Tenancy
Chapter 5 Rents
Chapter 6 Utilities
Chapter 7 Discrimination
Chapter 8 Getting Repairs Made

Chapter 9 Lead Poisonin o

Chantar 10 Gettinn Oraanized

ol el
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Last Points to Remember

« Agents have inventories of full-fee, half-fee, and no-fee
properties

» Beware of bait and switch and ask about pending
offers

« Ask Landlord/Tenant utility costs

 Try to find properties with heat included
— gas vs electric vs oll

HOUS I NG Coppett, 2015
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 After moving in you should receive the following:
— asigned statement of condition from your
landlord within 10 days

« Walk through apartment to verify and document
any damage

* Cracks

« Stains

« Missing features
 Take Photographs and itemize any damages
 Send documentation to landlord

HOUS I NG Coppett, 2015
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— and a security deposit receipt
A receipt given when payment is taken

« Within 30 days of security deposit given, a
receipt with the name location of the bank and
the account number

« PLEASE PURCHASE RENTERS’INSURANCE!

HOUS I NG Coppett, 2015
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RESOURCES:

 https://housing.mit.edu/

http://cambridgema.gov/

http://www.cambridgema.gov/cpd/communityresources/c
rimemapl.aspx

http://web.mit.edu/facilities/transportation/

http://www.mbta.com/

* http://www.masslegalhelp.org/housing/legal-tacticsl

HOUSING Coppett, 2015
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https://housing.mit.edu/
http://www.cambridgema.gov/cpd/communityresources/crimemap1.aspx
http://web.mit.edu/facilities/transportation/
http://www.mbta.com/
http://www.masslegalhelp.org/housing/legal-tactics1

Q&A
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