
the sidney-paciþ c newsletter

Welcome, welcome, and step right up to the 
newsletter of greatest graduate community on 
Earth!

Just ahead in this issue, youôll ý nd information on that 
fun and crazy circus known as S-P Orientation, featuring 
new friends, free food, and lots of clowning around. 
Youôll hear from one of S-Pôs former ringleadersðSham 
Sokka, the ý rst president of Sidney-Paciý c. Sokka 
wrote an astounding history of Sidney-Paciý c. The 
S-P Fellows will also take center stage. This issue 
features short biographies about the S-P Fellows, a 
group of professors afý liated with our building. Then, 
be prepared to be entertained by a commentary on 
traveling by one of the Fellows, Professor Samuel Jay 
Keyser of Linguistics and Philosophy. Next, the talented 
chairs of two Sidney-Paciý c committeesðCoffee Hour 
and Brunchðexplain some of the tricks of their trade. 

Each month, the S-P newsletter will be your ticket to 
ins, outs, and goings-on of the Sidney-Paciý c Graduate 
Community. We are always looking for writers, 
reporters, and new ways to stir up controversy or press 
the boundaries of censorship. So review your favorite 
restaurants, local bands, express your opinion about a 
ý lm or politician; write about a sporting event or athlete; 
or start a comic strip or cartoon. And, as always, let us 
know if you have any ideas or suggestions for the next 
newsletter. 

Welcome to Sidney-Paciý c!!!

back to schoolinside this issue...

news
02 | S-P Orientation

features
03 | Calendar of Events

04-05 | The S-P Fellows

06-07 | S-P History

08 | S-P Committees

SUBMIT! 

Write for the Sidney-Paciý c Newsletter
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disorienting the oriented

 news

Twelve months ago, I left my home 10,000 miles away, ready 
to embark on a vigorous academic journey, in search for sci-
entiý c truth and knowledge in the ý eld of Hearing Science. 

As the plane approached Logan, I was trying to þ ip through last 
yearôs S-P Orientation guide that I printed from the web, mentally 
going through my ñto-doò list for the third time. I was convinced 
that if I knew what I needed to do once I got to S-P, the quicker 
I could settle into my new dormitory, and the more time I would 
have to make a head start in my academic work.

My plane is now due to arrive at Logan again. A lot has changed 
in a year.

Has my perception of life at MIT changed in the last year? Yes. 
Would I want it to be anything different? Deý nitely not.

Before I arived at S-P, I anticipated it to be nothing more than a 
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dormitory, and that MIT would be a place for me to build profes-
sional contacts. I ý gured that everyone would be so busy that no 
one would have time to socialize. At ý rst I was reluctant to join any 
of the orientation activities, thinking they would distract me from 
my work. But then I went on the S-P house tour, and met a person 
who eventually turned out to be one of my best friends in America. 
I kept meeting people at other orientation eventsðthe hall din-
ners, Prudential Skywalk tour, and S-P brunches. As the semes-
ter got underway and the number of organized events started to 
diminish, I was happy to realize that my newly-formed friendships 
remained. I also realized how important these friendships were to 
making my ý rst year more rewarding.

As a new grad student, I was originally focused just on my stud-
ies. Only when I was ñreorientedò by some of the orientation 
activities did I fully appreciate life in S-P and MIT. To me, S-P is 
more than just a place where I eat, sleep, and ý nish my problem 
sets. Rather, it is a community of people with whom I can share 
my tears and laughter. I have now found a sense of belonging in 
America. I am grateful that the friends I found in the orientation 
period now provide me with much-needed balance to my studies 
and research.

This year, I am excited to be working with Alberto as the Orienta-
tion co-chair for Sidney-Paciý c and help others become part of 
the S-P community. All summer, we were working hard to ensure 
that the S-P Orientation events will be running smoothly for the 
new incoming students. The long nights were worth it, though, 
because of the close friendships I formed with the other people 
on the Orientation Committee. So you see, Orientation period is 
a magical time. It barely lasts for a month, yet the friendships 
formed last possibly a lifetime.

So ñgive it a go,ò as Aussies would say. Dare to be disorientated 
from your work temporarily and join in the fun during Orientation. 
I hope you enjoy this yearôs activities as much as we had fun pre-
paring for these events. S-P Orientation ofý cially starts on Aug 25, 
see the calendar on the next page for a list of the events!




